One World, Many Stories at Taft Public Library
2011 Summer Reading Program

Grab your suitcase, grab your passport, and get ready for One World, Many Stories at Taft Public Library this summer!  We’re circumnavigating the globe to bring you a world of performers, storytimes, craft activities, book clubs, and more in 2011 and it all starts on Monday, June 13th, the first day of Summer Reading registration.  Stop at Taft on or after the 13th to pick up your Summer Reading bags which include your reading record, calendars for June through August, an explanation of all performances and events, and, for good measure, Summer Reading logo pencils, bookmarks, and stickers!  While you’re there, make sure you sign up for registration-required events as sessions fill quickly.

One World, Many Stories officially begins on Monday, June 20th.  This is the first day to redeem hours for prizes and children can look forward to our kickoff event soon after with magician and balloon-twister Ed Popielarczyk on Tuesday, June 21st at 4:30pm behind the Taft Library.  Ed has been a crowd favorite here in Mendon for a number of years now and his unique mix of comedy, baffling magic tricks, and audience participation are guaranteed to get us started off right.  Refreshments will be provided by the Friends of the Taft Public Library.  In the event of rain, the show will be moved to the Clough cafetorium.  Come join us!  No registration is required for this all ages event.

That same week we’ll announce the summer book club selections for our ‘Round the World Readers Club (for children ages 8-12) and Teen Book Club (ages 13 and up).  Those interested in being part of either club are encouraged to sign up on the sheets posted in the Children’s and Young Adult areas of the library.  The ‘Round the World Readers Club will meet to discuss their book on Tuesday, July 26th at 5pm upstairs in Taft and the Teen group will meet to discuss their selection on Thursday, August 25th at 5pm.  In both cases, pizza and refreshments will be served.  

In the last week of June, we’ve jam-packed our schedule with animals, origami, and more!  On Tuesday, June 28th origami guru Andrew Anselmo will visit us to conduct two origami workshops at 1pm and 2pm in the Town Hall for ages 6 and up.  Andrew is a Massachusetts native who has performed at Faneuil Hall and Harvard Square in Boston and at Waterfire in Providence and has conducted workshops at the Institute for Contemporary Art and at many schools and libraries in New England.  Learn the Japanese art of paperfolding, a craft that has existed for over 1500 years.  If you’re familiar with basic origami designs, Andrew is bound to show you a few you haven’t seen before. Registration is required for both workshops as space is limited.

On Wednesday, June 29th we welcome Animal Adventures of Bolton, MA!  Join us at 1pm in the Clough cafetorium for a program featuring lizards, snakes, chinchillas, and skunks.  You might even see a lemur, a wallaby, or a kinkajou!  A world of animals awaits!  This all-ages show does not require registration. 

Follow that up on Thursday, June 30th with a trip to Southwick’s Zoo!  Last year the Taft Library hosted a very successful trip to Southwick’s and we’re offering it again this year.  We pay the general admission!  All you need to do is show up and enjoy.  Two groups will visit at 10am and 11am that day.  Space is limited, so remember to register in the Taft Children’s Room starting June 13th.  The animals of Africa, Asia, Australia, North and South America are all within reach in your own hometown!  See you at Southwick’s!

We are pleased to have Otha Day visit us with his program Drum to the Beat on Wednesday, June 6th at 10:30am in the Clough cafetorium.  Otha comes to us from North Adams, MA and has been conducting drum circles for many years.  He holds steadfast to the notion that “your heartbeat is the rhythm of your soul.” With that in mind, Otha’s drum circles encourage audience involvement.  He’ll lead the audience on drums and other percussion instruments in a series of rhythm activities and games, traditional African songs, and improvisational exercises.  You won’t want to miss out on this!  No registration is required for this all-ages performance.

Ever heard of a Hurdy Gurdy?  How about an organ grinder?  The tradition of organ grinding (playing the “hurdy gurdy” or hand organ)) dates back to Egypt over 500 years ago.  It was a popular art form that eventually made its way to Europe and later, in the mid 1800s, to the United States.  The first organ grinders in the States appeared in 1864 in Boston’s Back Bay as street performers and many of them were accompanied by a monkey which would perform tricks and collect money from passers-by.  Today, organ grinders are rare, but Tony Lupo and his monkey Coco are an exception.  Tony and Coco have been together over 30 years and are one of only three organ grinder/monkey teams still performing in the U.S.  In addition to performing all over New England, Tony and Coco have been featured on Chronicle, Late Night with David Letterman, Saturday Night Live, and The Today Show!  They’ll join us on Tuesday, July 12th at 11am behind the library (indoor site TBD if raining).  Hurdy Gurdy Monkey & Me is a hilarious all-ages show and no registration is required.

On Tuesday, July 19th, the library will host a field trip to the Science Discovery Museum in Acton!  We’ll board the bus outside Taft at 10am.  Bring yourself, bring a lunch, and we’ll make a day of it!  The Science Museum has plenty of interactive exhibits for children ages 5-12 including their new Dream Green wing where hands-on activities teach the value of green design, energy conservation, and sustainability.  The trip is generously sponsored by a Clean Energy Choice grant from the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center.  The effort was coordinated by the Mendon Land Use Committee.  Spaces are limited so registration is required for the trip.

Things will really start cooking when Katie Wilton Peterson joins us on Wednesday, July 27th!  Katie is a graduate of the Cambridge School of Culinary Arts and author of You’re the Cook! A Guide to Mixing It Up in the Kitchen, a cookbook designed specifically for children and young adults who are just beginning to learn the art of cooking.  Two cooking classes will take place, one at 2pm on the 27th at the Senior Center and another on Wednesday, August 17th, same time same place.  Learn how to make pizza wontons, parmesan pita triangles, yogurt fruit shakes and more!  Designed for ages 9 to 14, both classes are registration-required.

All hail Henry the Juggler!  Henry Lappen joins us on Wednesday, August 3rd at 2pm for a performance in the Clough cafetorium.  A native of Amherst, MA, Henry has over 25 years of juggling experience.  He is a graduate of the Dell’Arte School in California and a member of the International Jugglers Association.  Clubs, rings, balls, torches, Henry juggles them all; sometimes while on a skateboard, sometimes on stilts, sometimes on solid ground.  His zany antics should not be missed!  No registration is required for this all-ages show.

A day later we’ll bring you the squirmy sensation that is our 4th Annual Taft Public Library Worm Race!  Choose a worm, grab a spray bottle, and let’s go racing!  The races will be held behind the library at 2pm on Thursday, August 4th with a rain date set for Thursday, August 11th if the weather proves uncooperative.  Will your worm have what is takes to be dubbed King or Queen Crawler?  Be there for the glory and the pageantry that is worm racing.  Rules and regulations for the worm race will be included in Summer Reading registration bags or can be picked up in the Children’s Room starting June 20th.  For children ages 3 and up.  Registration is required.  And don’t worry, we’ll provide the worms.

Jackson Gillman arrives at Taft on Tuesday, August 9th with his show Songs & Stories for a Small Planet.  Otherwise known as the Stand-up Chameleon, Jackson has a vaudevillian sensibility and his shows typically include a blend of music, dance, songs, stories and even sign language!  He’s been delighting audiences around New England for over 30 years and we have no doubt he will here at Taft.  He’ll perform at 11am on the 9th upstairs in the Town Hall.  For children pre-K to grade 6.  No registration is required.

Our journey ‘round the world concludes with the End of Summer Reading Party on Tuesday, August 23rd at 6pm in the Clough cafetorium.  The renowned Tanglewood Marionettes of Ware, MA will perform The Dragon King, a fantasy based on traditional Chinese folklore.  Tanglewood Marionettes was formed back in 1993 and, apart from the countless puppet performances they have given for libraries and schools across New England, they have performed at First Night-Boston, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, the Children’s Museum of Boston, the Yale Art Gallery, and the Boston Athenaeum.  Their work is award-winning and we feel truly fortunate to have them join us. No registration is required for the show.  Following the performance we will have ice cream and refreshments (generously provided by the Friends of the Taft Public Library) and then a prize drawing for all those who have successfully completed their reading records.

And that’s about it!  Well, almost. . .We didn’t mention the storytimes, the crafts, the weekly coloring and activity pages, the guess jars.  For a description of our summer storytimes, see below.  An explanation of other activities will be provided when you register for the program on or after Monday, June 13th.  We’re pleased to bring you One World, Many Stories at Taft Public Library this year and we trust that you’ll have a pleasant summer.  As you exit, please make sure to gather your belongings and have your passport handy at the arrival gate.  We thank you for traveling with us.
(One World, Many Stories is sponsored by the Taft Public Library, the Friends of the Taft Public Library, the Massachusetts Library System, the Boston Bruins, and the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners)

Summer Storytimes
Storytimes for children ages 2-6 consist of picture book stories, action rhymes, a craft, and sometimes songs. Registration is required as space is limited.  The following summer storytimes will be at 10:30am & 1pm on the days listed:
Tuesday, July 5th: In Japan the Dog Goes, “Wan, Wan, Wan!”: Animal Sounds Around the World

Wednesday, August 10th: Kid Cultures: Children Around the World
We will have a few craft sessions (making beaded jewelry, Mexican tin ornaments etc.)
for children ages 6 and up during the summer.  Stop in to register for craft sessions on or after Monday, June 13th.

Taft Teen Advisory Group 
The Taft Teen Advisory Group will meet on Thursday, July 14th at 5pm upstairs in the library.  If you are 12 or older and interested in being more involved with the library, the Taft TAG might just be for you!  Stop in on the 14th and find out what we’re all about!  We’ll be discussing our annual fall shopping trip for teen books and dvds as well as potential opportunities for fundraising.  Pizza and refreshments, as always, will be provided.  There’s no better time than now to be a part of the TAG!
Teen volunteering 

It takes many people to make a Summer Reading program work and many of those people are teens.  If you are interested in being a Summer Reading volunteer and are 12 years of age or older, we are interested in having you join us!  On Thursday, June 9th at 5:30pm we will have a Teen Volunteers orientation upstairs in Taft.  At that time we will go over the summer schedule and, hopefully, get a start on assigning responsibilities for upcoming summer events.  Stop in for refreshments and find out about One World, Many Stories this year.  If you need service hours for school or are simply looking to beat the summer doldrums, volunteering may be the answer.  We hope to see you there!  

(If you are unable to make it on the 9th, but would still like to volunteer, stop downstairs in the Taft Children’s Room to pick up an application on or after June 13th.)   
